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According to the Mississippi Agricultural Statistics Servics, there were 3.3 days suitable for fieldwork for the
week ending March 24, 1996, The main farming activities for the week included planting corn and land
preparation for cotton and rice planting. Some freeze damage has been observed in wheat, but it is starting to
recover, Winter grasses keep getting bumed by the cold, but are slowly recovering. Hay supplies were 84 percent
very short and 16 percent shost. Feed grains were 36 percent very short, 63 percent short and 1 percent adequate.
Sei] moisture conditions were rated 4 percent short, 57 percent adequate and 39 percent surplus.

Progress in Percentages Conditions in Percentages
ftem Event VT/::( \i\-/?eth 1895 i\\:{i; \;{?Q’; Poor| Fair 1Good| Excellent
Planted 31 21 14 15
Corn o — . — -
Emerged 7 e 0 1
Wheat Jointing 60 45 51 47 3 20 50 25 1
Watermelons Planted i1 5 11 10 - — — - .
Cattle 5 15 42 33 5
Pasture 15 27 39 15 3

County Agent Comments

“We had a good week of comn planting last week. Rain and snow this week have kept us out of the field. Sowe
freeze damage is being observed in faster wheat.”

- Charlie Estess, Coahoma County

“Field preparation for corn planting and burn down chemical applications for cotton field took place during the
week. Growers ate bedding sweetpotatoes and packiisg them for shipmen:. Pastures continue to show signs of
winter xill from the early March freeze.”

- Mike Howell, Cathoun County

“Wheat is starting to recover from the freeze two weeks ago. Cattle are having to make do because of limited
spring prazing.”

- Steve Winters, Grenada County

"Wet, sub-freezing weather continues to hamper pasture recovery. No fieldwork this week. Cotton producers
are anxiously awaiting the outceme of the cotton referendum election.”

— Dalton G, Garner, Prentiss County

“Corn is trying to emerge. Temperatures should be geiting high enough now fo speed up emergence. Cotton and
rice land bave been prepared. Producers still don't know the exact acreage they will piant due (o no farm bilL"

— Thomas T. Baird, Sunfiower Coonty

“Almost every cattle operation has exhausted bay supplies. Sitation is extremely critical for some producers
because winter forage crops are not growing. Some corn will be planted next week if weather conditions allow.”

- Walter Alford, Montgomery County

Warm ternperatures have begun to green up pastares. Ryegrass pastures are looking better. Bermuda fields are
also beginning to green up. Wheat is beginning 1o joint and should begin heading up soon.”

— Bill Maily, Hinds County

“Watermelon and corn producers are waiting for fields to dry before they can complete planting, Over three
inches of rain during the past week put most-farming activities on hold.”

— Roger 12, Jones, Perry County
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Weather Summary From March 18, 1986 1o March 24, 1948 For Misgissippi

Air Temperature Precipitation 4 Inch Soil Ave
_ N NPT B 3 Temperature
District/Statlon e Cme e e Pan
[ & &
Max | Min | Ave |Norm | DFN Waek | PPN Days |Wesks Max | Min | Ave |Evap
1. Upper Deita
Clarksdale 72 31 &7 &4 =7 136 +0.49 2 3,22 Els) et} &0
Cleveland 75 28 48 0.88 2 2.20
Tunica
Extreme/Average 75 z8 48 B4 “8 1,11 +0.24 z 2.06 66 38 BG
2. North-Centrat
Holly Springs 72 25 48 B1 -5 110 +0.11 1 3.B1 57 38 49
Memphis 73 31 48 53 -5 1.08 +0.18 3 3.39
Ouford 78 24 43 B2 -4 1.40 +0.37 3 4.08
Extrame/Averags 76 24 47 82 -5 1.20 +0.23 z 3.70 &7 36 49
2, Northaast
Boonevilie 70 27 47 53 -8 RIS R o ) a 4,850
Corinth 75 28 48 54 -8 0.82 -0.20 1 3.67
iuka 68 22 42 ' 1.63 3 6.38
Paontotoc 74 28 49 B3 -4 1.03 -0.70 1 4.79 58 40 BZ 0.26
Tugeln 78 30 48 54 ~B 1.1 -0.04 2 3.73
Verona 78 29 687 33
Extrema/Averaga 78 22 47 83 -7 1.12 -0.08 z 4.62 35 3B BZ  0.26
4. Lawer Dslta -
Belzanl 23 371 51 =¥ -8 0,80 -0.38 i 1.45 74 48 B8
Greenwood 78 30 51 &8 -5 0.84 -G.20 2 1.12
Roliing Fork 78 31 B1 1.28 40.13 2 2.11 77 A8 80
Stoneviile 78 33 48 Bb -8 1.68 +0.63 2 2.16 85 43 EZ
Yaroo City 77 32 50 87 -7 148 -0.07 1 2.18
Extrema/Average 83 30 50 58 -3 1.18 +0.04 2 1.80 77 43 687
BE. Central
Carthage 78 28 5G 66 -8 .93 -0.24 2 3.43
Jacksen 78 30 52 57 -5 177 +0.6% prd 5.00
Winona 76 24 48 53 -6 108 -0.23 1 216
Extreme/Average 76 24 50 EB 8 1.2B +0.01 2 3,63
&, East-Central
Brooksville 75 33 52 .78 -0.48 1 4.02 83 40 49
Columbus 80 ] 51 0.86 1 2.83
State University 74 g a7 55 -8 118 011 i 3.28 64 40 &0
Extrame/Average BO g B0 55 -6 083 -0.34 1 3.37 84 40 58]
7. Southwest
Crystal Springs 78 28 83 1.27 2 4.81 70 49 58
Natchaz 75 33 54 80 -6 0.80 -0.3% 2 3.88
Cakiay 78 231 &2 C.86 -0.4C 2 3.21 72 41 g5
Vicksbhurg 78 33 52 Q.54 2 1.28
Bxtrame/Average 78 28 83 BOQ -7 0.88 -0.25 2 3.20 72 &1 57
8, South-Central
Columbia 72 21 64 80 -8 1.58 +0.28 2 4.70
McComb 75 30 &4 5g -5 0.86 -0.21 e 2.13
Exwems/Average 78 20 B4 ba -8 1.27 +0.08 3 342
9. Southeast
Beaumaont B0 30 53 0.653 2 5.31 75 41 58
Hattiesburg 78 32 B4 549 -8 1.0 -0.31 2 5,53
Laurel
Meridian 78 28 B2 E7 -&  0.68 Q.79 2 5.88
Newtan 78 i8 B0 67 -7 Q.81 -0.88 2 5.53 72 49 53 0.18
Extrema/Average 80 ig 52 88 -5 ©.89 -0.63 2 B.81 75 40 55  0.1B
10. Coastal
Bay S1. Louis 78 53 0,00 o 1.58
Biloxi 72 57 0.74 1 1.81
Gulfpen 72 E7 61 -B 2.28 +1.1% 2 3.62
Pascegouisa 78 &1 81 -1e 0.83 044 1 1.85
Paplarville 76 52 81 -9 0.83 .0.42 2 4.91 74 18] 59 .24
i 5
Q.21

Abbrevigtions: DFN = Departure from Normal
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